GRIFFINS    IN   INDIA

rooms in India, is not only a purely English invention,
but is very modern. It was first devised and intro-
duced by the Bengal officers who served with Lord
Cornwallis in the war of Mysore against Tippoo in
1791-92. The punkah afterwards became general
under the Madras and Bombay presidencies, but not
for some time; and it was only in 1811 they were intro-
duced by the English into Java, on the conquest of that
island. I believe the natives of India have not, as yet,
anywhere adopted the fashion. But indeed the Hin-
doos are wretchedly behind the Europeans in every
article of real luxury, for which all their noisy pomp and
tinselly shew is but a poor substitute.1

This and many other devices which have been fallen
upon by the ingenious, wealthy, and luxurious Euro-
peans, to counteract the heat of the climate, are so
successful, that, with a very few exceptions, I have
hardly ever felt the temperature of India seriously
oppressive. It is true, that some people delight in hot
weather, and suffer so much from cold, that they con-
sider it almost a point of honour and conscience not to
complain, however high the thermometer rises. I
cordially sympathise with these chilly folks, so that my
testimony on this matter is not the best. I do own,
indeed, that I have very often experienced a most dis-
agreeable allowance of heat when exposed to the sun's
rays on duty, either in a boat, or when keeping watch in
a calm on the burning quarter-deck of a line-of-battle
ship. In spite of the awnings spread fore and aft, the
fierce sun of those climates will make his power felt.
But as the evil effects of such exposure are very great,
every discreet commanding officer will take the utmost
pains to avoid employing his officers or people unneces-

1 [Hall is wrong here. A reference to Yule's Hobson Jobson will
shew that punkahs were known to the Arabs in the 8th century, and
are mentioned by a large number of early travellers, the earliesT:, ap-
parently, being Linschoten (i 596).]
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